The occurrence of haemoptysis in a case of pulmonary tuberculosis always gives rise to some anxiety in the mind of the physician, and causes more or less alarm to the patient and his friends. Even when the blood is small in amount it demands careful attention.
The amount of blood may vary very much. There may be only a slight pink staining of the sputum, or a few streaks of blood ; or the sputum may be mixed with a considerable amount of blood, and, finally, large quantities of pure blood may be coughed up. When a patient reports that he is spitting blood, the first thing is to ascertain the source of the blood, and this enquiry should be conducted with great care. In this way a false alarm and much unnecessary treatment may be avoided.
Patients with soft spongy gums may spit blood after brushing their teeth. And some persons in cleansing their mouths in the morning get rid of a dirty pinkish '" glut," which seems to be an exudation from the mucous membrane of the buccal cavity. 
